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cut off. Such embargo was voted for a month
from March 26, 1794, which was subsequently
extended for another month, and the President was
authorized to lay, regulate, and revoke embargoes
during the recess of Congress. Congress regarded
the embargo policy as a cheap way out of a difficult
situation, but this method was really not only far
more costly to the nation than would have been the
straightforward course of arming for defense, but
at the same time accomplished nothing. Dayton
of New Jersey proposed to supplement the em-
bargo by the sequestration of all debts due from
citizens of the United States to British subjects.
Clark of New Jersey outdid his colleague by pro-
posing to prohibit all commercial intercourse
between the United States and Great Britain
until such time as that country should surrender
the western posts and should make restitution for
all losses sustained by American citizens.
Violent speeches were made on these proposals
at the very time when the House was refusing to
support either an army or a navy. Sedgwick intro-
duced some good sense into a debate that was
alternating between blatant vaporing and legal
pedantry, by pointing out that, under the Con-
stitution, the President of the United States oughl